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The National Strategy for Federal Archeology

merica’s archeological heritage,

the sites from her historical and

prehistoric past need protection.

Like rare and endangered species,
some kinds of archeological sites are threatened
with extinction. The number of archeological
sites from bygone times never increases, it is
only reduced, by modern development, by loot-
ing, even by the very best of modern archeologi-
cal research. It is important that we make the
most of the sites that we have left, preserving as
many as possible so that future generations of
American’s will also have access to the unique
information that they hold.

In March 1990, the Secretary of the Interior
directed the heads of bureaus and offices within
the Department of the Interior to emphasize the
sound use and preservation of archeological sites
that they manage, or that their programs affect. In
this message, and a subsequent policy statement
in 1991, the Secretary identified several areas to
stress in Department of the Interior programs.
This document, known as the National Strategy
for Federal Archeology, has been used by man-
agers, archeologists, and other historic presewva-
tionists throughout and outside of public agencies
to support a variety of archeological programs and
activities. The officials of other federal agencies,
specifically, the Secretaries of the Departments of
Agriculture, Defense, and Energy, and the
Chairman of the Tennessee Valley Authority, have
endorsed the national strategy to focus more
attention upon these kinds of activities.

Federal agencies spend tens of millions of
dollars every year identifying, analyzing, and pre-
serving archeological sites. We need to continue

these important efforts, and to improve them
whenever it is possible. Based upon government
reporting on federal archeological programs and
activities, the national strategy emphasizes activi-
ties in several areas for special concerns: public
education and participation in archeological activ-
ities or programs; making use of archeological
data for public purposes; interagency cooperation
in fighting archeological looting; more interagency
information exchange; improving our inventory
information about the location, significance, con-
dition, and threats to archeological sites; and
improving the long-term use and preservation of
archeological collections and records.

The Interior strategy has identified impor-
tant topics for focusing archeological activities
and programs. We hope that by emphasizing
these general topics, preservation, protection, and
interpretation efforts will be improved and better
coordinated among public and private organiza-
tions dedicated to archeological preservation
activities. The loss of America’s archeological her-
itage diminishes all of us and future generations.
There is no quick fix to the challenges that the
national strategy has identified. Public agencies,
the archeological profession, private associations,
and citizens must provide for archeological
preservation as an important part of their activi-
ties and programs. The National Park Service
looks forward to cooperating in these activities
and programs in many ways.
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Since 1913, the Sausalito Woman'’s Club has been closely identified
with the civic and cultural life of Sausalito in Marin County, CA.
Designed by famed architect, Julia Morgan,AlA, the Club is an exam-
ple of the early 20th-century shingle style as it evolved in California.
The club was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in
recognition of the its role as a cohesive element that kept women
together to promote the welfare of Sausalito. Photo by Fred Lyon for
the California Office of Historic Preservation.
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Constructed in 1931 from the designs of Timothy Pfluger and
James Miller, the Paramount Theater in Oakland,CA, features
two 20" x 120" murals. The murals illustrate the god and god-
dess of civilization and are executed in glazed mosaic tile. Once
threatened with demolition,the Paramount Theater now serves
as a performing arts center. Photo by Jack E. Boucher for the
Historic American Buildings Survey.

In western Montana, Chief Plenty Coups, a notable and color-
ful Crow Indian leader, built a unique two-story log house. It was
his wish that the house and 40 acres of land be given to the
U.S. government as a recreation park for members of the Crow
Tribe and white people jointly. The property, including the house,
land,and burial plots, were nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places in recognition of the Chief’s final wish. Photo
by Wes Woodgerd for the Fish and Game Film Center, Helena,
MT.
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